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the First Canadian Army*s front the Ilnd Canadian Corps had secured
a bridgehead over the Seine near Elboeuf on August 26 and cleared the
area around Rouen. Its northward advance commenced on the 3Oth,
and went rapidly ahead with little opposition. On September 2 the
Canadians crossed the Sornme east of Abbeville, and reached
Boulogne and Calais on the 4th. By the loth Dunkirk was closely
invested by the Ilnd Canadian Corps, and Ostend, Nieuport and
Zeebrugge had been cleared of the enemy, who had fallen back
to the Ghent-Bruges Canal. This obstacle was quickly forced,
but a pause had to be made on the Leopold Canal, which was strongly
held by the enemy. The 1st British Corps, which had been mean-
while engaged in clearing the lower Seine valley and investing
Havre, on September i also began, its northward advance. Thus
in a period often days the Twenty-First Army Group had advanced
from the line of the Seine to the Dutch frontier and cleared
the whole of the Channel coast except for the ports of Havre,
Boulogne, Calais and Dunkirk. These did not hold out for long.
The Germans had 12,000 men in Havre, which was powerfully
fortified, but our troops broke into the defences on the evening of
September 10, and on the i2th the town surrendered. Nine
thousand men held the equally formidable defences of Boulogne,
which were assaulted on September 17, but progress was slower
here than at Havre, and it was not till the 22nd that it was fully in
our hands. Calais was next attacked and captured on October i,
after a week's siege.
Administrative difficulties were now beginning to hamper the
further prosecution of the campaign; our lines of communication
were 350 miles long, all the vehicles of the Vlllth and 1st Corps
had to be utilised to help in the northwards drive of the
XXXth and Ilnd Canadian Corps and extensive recourse to
supply by air had also been found necessary. But the enemy had
been badly shaken; 67,000 enemy prisoners were taken and 200
tanks or self-propelled guns destroyed in the Twenty-First Army
Group's advance from the Seine into Belgium, and it was important
to take full advantage of his weakness.
The Second British Army was therefore ordered to advance
from the line of the Albert and the Meuse-Scheldt Canals to the
Zuyder Zee and thence swing east, so as to cut off all his forces in
Holland, detaching a corps to move westwards on Rotterdam and
Amsterdam.
On September 7 the armoured troops of the XXXth Corps
occupied Diest and next day secured first the crossings over the
Albert Canal between Maastricht and Antwerp, and then those over
the Meuse-Scheldt Canal to reach the Dutch Belgian frontier
east of Maesyck. Part of the hostile forces withdrew to the north
of the Scheldt estuary and part to the east of the Meuse-Scheldt
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